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Even in the year that the war was won, while he was in Wethersfield, he
was making plans to carry on that war for years longer if necessary. He
believed, and he had a right to believe, that this great country should be
independent of any European state, and following the war he began to
persuade the leading men in the Colonies that the time had come for a Fed-
eral Government. He put over the Constitution of the United States. If
it had not been for Washington as President of the Convention, it may be
that we should never have had the Constitution. Afterwards he was will-
ing to take the Presidency of the United States and organize the Govern-
ment. He realized that we must have a Constitution which would define
as exactly as possible the respective powers of the Federal Government and
the States. He “went to the people,” as the saying goes, and his work lives
on. I state here that the advice he left in his Farewell Address is as good
today as it was when it was made. (Applause.) I admire men who not
only have a plan but are also able to put it through. Whatever you under-
take to do, if it is worth doing, do it as well as it can be done, whether you
are an engineer, or a lawyer, or a doctor, or a business man. That is some-
thing that Washington did. I have always kept Washington in front of
me since boyhood. (Prolonged applause.)



