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we know nothing of its contents and consequently, hoping for aid through
it at this time is not justified.

Let me ask this question in connection with this discussion: If it is
claimed that the Federal Government legally has the right by condemnation
to obtain title to the land necessary for flood control, how do those who
claim that the Federal Government should develop power expect that the
Federal Government is going to justify its taking of the additional land
required at the sites because of the development of power at the site? It
would be out of place for me to attempt to tell you engineers how a
multiple-purpose reservoir would be constructed. I am not going to
attempt it. I think you will all agree with me, however, that if power is
to be developed at the site in addition to water being stored there for flood
control purposes, it will be necessary to have additional land because of the
power development feature. Although it might be possible that a question
might be raised by the upper New England states in connection with the
Federal Government’s condemning land for flood control, it is most appar-
ent that the attempt of the Federal Government to condemn the additional
land necessary for power development would be most energetically and
seriously contested.

Let us assume that the condemnation of the additional land would be
approved of as incidental to flood control and its resulting effect upon
navigation. Nevertheless, is it not perfectly clear that the real purpose and
intention in taking the additional land by condemnation would be actually
for the purpose of developing power? I am not attemptign to anticipate
the arguments which might be made in a legal controversy. Neither am I
attempting to criticise anyone’s asserting that it would be as an incident
to flood control. Likewise, I am not, by inference or otherwise, criticising
any court decision which might uphold the contention that it was done as
an incident to flood control. I simply desire to call your attention to the
fact that if the Federal Government condemns land and constructs reser-
voirs for flood control only, that 1s one question—if it condemns additional
land necessary in power development as an incident to flood control, it is
another question, and I think that my reference to it in this connection is
sufficient.

Let us look, in closing, to the present situation. The headlines in the
newspapers last week brought to the attention of all the people of this
country the danger from ravaging floods. Our compact is now before
Congress approved of by committees of both branches. Is this situation to
go on indefinitely, with new Acts and resolutions being introduced in Con-
gress and nothing being done?
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Of course, everyone will agree that something should be done towards
flood control. We all rememmber the plight of our citizens in the spring
of 1936, which in many ways was similar to that the people in California
are now experiencing. If my discussion with you today can aid in any
way I trust that it will leave with each of you the thought that flood control
activity is a necessity. I have attempted in a dispassionate manner to dis-
cuss my part of this problem. It is the thought of my associates in this
work and myself that our efforts towards flood control may lead to success
if the public is made to realize that something must be done.

May 1 state that I do not desire to be thought of as insisting upon flood
control being had through the compact. If some better and practical way
can be found to accomplish the purpose, I am ready to say—Ilet us abandon
the compact and proceed with the other suggested plan. I close by stating
that if those who oppose the compact do not provide some other means of
flood control, the responsibility for the consequences is theirs and theirs
alone. The time for argument and discussion is over. We should have
flood control. The responsibility rests upon those who have prevented it
‘through the compact unless they give it to us in some other way.



