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also a member of the Kings County
Chapter of the New York Srate Society
of Professional Engineers, and served as
-its Secretary from its inception eleven
vears ago until his death.

Mr. Cram was born in Galesburg, Iil.,
October 6, 1878. His father was Solon
Hillard Cram and his mother, Ella Fran-
cis Negus. He married June 8, 1921,
Marie FElsie Riker who died March 1o,
1924. One son survives, Ralph Alden
Cram, a student at the Fork Union Vir-
ginia Military Academy.

Mr. Cram was descended from early
Puritan stock of New England and
traced one line of his ancestry to John
Alden.

*Memoir prepared by E. M. T. Ryder.

ROBERT ANDREW CAIRNS#*
Died November 22, 1937

Robert Andrew Cairns, an Honorary
Member of the Connecticut Society of
Civil Engineers, was born in Waterbury,
December 2, 1859, the son of Robert and
Matilda J. (Jones) Cairns. After attend-
ing the grammar and high schools of
Waterbury, he prepared for college at
the Waterbury English and Classical
School from which he graduated at the
agé of 17. He then learned the machin-
ist’s trade at the plant of the Waterbury
Brass Company under his father, who
was a most able mechanic and the in-
ventor of an eyelet machine When he
reached majority he entered Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute and was graduated
with honor in 1885 with the degree of
Civil Engineer. The following year he
became a member of the faculty, teach-
ing Descriptive (Geometry during the
next two scholastic years.

During 1887 he was engineer and su-
perintendent of construction for the
Water Works in Middletown, Delaware.
He was then employed as mechanical
engineer by the Ludlow Valve Com-
pany, after which he became a member
of the firm of Heddon and Cairns in
New York City. This firm engaged in
steel construction. In 188¢ he built the
water works in Queen Anne County,
Maryland. He married Mary Elizabeth
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Clash of Centerville, Maryland, in Octo-
ber, 1890.

Returning to Waterbury in 18go as
Assistant Engineer in the City Engineer’s
Office, on December 4th of that year he
was appointed City Engineer, which
position he held until his death.

He became a member of the Con-
necticut Society of Civil Engineers in
1890, served as President of that Society
during 1897-1898, and was made an hon-
orary member February 15, 1927. He
was elected a member of the American
Society of Civil Engineers in 1895 and

served as President of the Connecticut
Section of that Society in 1936.

In January, 1897, the General Assem-
bly of the State of Connecticut created
a Sewerage Commission to investigate
and report on the subject of sewage
treatment and disposal. This Commis-
sion consisted of five members and at
its first meeting, Mr. Cairns was made
Secretary. This Commission made ex-
tensive studies and reports including the
results of investigations in Furope and
other countries.

Somewhat later he completed plans for
sewage disposal for the City of Water-
bury as a result of extensive experiments






