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bership of the Society, those who were unable to pay their dues. During
this past year, a special effort was made to clean up the list of delinquents,
and while there has been no wish to be severe on those who are interested
in the Society, but not in a position to meet their obligations nevertheless the
list of those behind in their dues has been sharply cut down, leaving in the
membership list, only those who are truly interested, as evidenced by the
payment of dues, and it is recommended that this policy be continued in
the future.

In spite of this action, our membership roster is as great as in the
preceding year, due to the energetic efforts made by the Membership Com-
mittee. The thanks of the Society is due this committee for the excellent
results achieved.

Our financial condition is healthy. Although we closed the books with
slightly more money on hand than the previous year, no attempt has been
made to add to the surplus. In fact, a studied attempt was made to turn
back, in the form of immediate benefits to each individual member, par-
ticularly those who attended the meetings, all the extra money available
from income. These immediate benefits were in the form of better printed
programs for the inspection trips and better food and entertainment at the
dinners. The increased attendance and the interest shown at each meeting
indicates that the policy was beneficial.

The Committee on Meetings has given us a well-rounded program of six
sectional meetings in addition to this, our regular annual ineeting. The
term “sectional meeting” has grown to be a misnomer. The attendance,
both at the inspection trips and at the dinner in the evening, has increased
to such an extent in the past year, that the meetings cannot be considered
as being held just for those living in any one section, but more logically a
meeting of the whole society held in a section of the State where there is
some special feature of interest to the members as a whole. I am grateful
to the members of our Society for this marked increase in attendance at
these meetings, as well as the enthusiastic interest shown in the inspection
trips and programs.

At each of these meetings, the Fellowship Committee has provided the
necessary music and other entertainment found desirable.

The Society is particularly indebted to both the Meeting Committee and
the Fellowship Committee for the excellent programs and inspection trips
which we have enjoyed this past year.

Early in the calendar year, there was introduced into our program of
meetings for the first time, a dinner dance at which the members of the
Society entertained their wives, sweethearts and friends. This excellently
run affair proved very popular, there being 149 members and friends in
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attendance. As this innovation met with such enthusiastic response, it
could easily be made an annual affair, to be held in Hartford if the annual
meeting is to be held in New Haven, or in New Haven if the annual meet-
ing is to be held in Hartford. This would help break up the long interval
between the last inspection trip in the fall and the annual meeting, now
held in March, instead of in February as in previous years.

More attention has been given to publicity during this past year. A
modest sum was set up in the budget for publicity purposes, and the results
obtained were well worth the money expended, in bringing the name of the
Society appropriately before the public. It is hoped that the continuance
of a Publicity Committee will meet with favorable action.

It is to be regretted that the past Legislature closed without passing the
bill, supported by our Society, calling for a new Topographical Survey and
Map of this State. This matter should be followed up at the next Legis-
lative Session.

The normal activities of the Society havc been carried on as in the past.
There have been no matters specially affecting engineering policy, nor have
there been any questions of importance concerning the internal affairs of
the Society which have necessitated any special action on its part.

This is the first year in which, according to the vote of the members, the
annual meeting is held in March, rather than in February. It remains for
the future to determine whether the change will be advantageous to the
Society as a whole. If we can judge by the weather today, the change will
be beneficial.

In closing, I want to express my personal appreciation for the untiring
efforts made by the various committees, the Board of Direction, and par-
ticularly our ever-faithful Secretary. If the past year has been one of
success for the Society, and 1 believe that it has, it has been due to the
whole-hearted codperation of these whom I have mentioned, and I am sure
that under the new officers you elect today, greater success will result to
the Connecticut Society of Civil Engineers.



